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The Theory of Agency and Its Applications in Jurisprudential
RulingsRazan bint Abdullah Al-Nafisah

Department of Figh - College of Sharia - Imam Muhammad ibn
Saud Islamic University - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia"

Email: studentsimam2013@gmail.com

Research Summary:

This research examines the theory of representation (niyabah) in
Islamic jurisprudence, a foundational concept that has helped shift
Islamic legal writing from addressing isolated issues to forming unified
theoretical frameworks. The theory plays a vital role in regulating
contractual and administrative relationships, allowing individuals to act
on behalf of others through legal or religious authorization, The study
aims to define the concept of representation, clarify its pillars,
conditions, and types, and explore the related jurisprudential and
maqasid-based (Shariah objectives) principles. It also highlights
practical applications, reflecting the theory’s relevance in contemporary
legal contexts.The research is structured into an introduction, four
chapters, a conclusion, and appendices. The first chapter defines the
theory and associated terms such as agency (wakalah), guardianship
(wisayah), and authority (wilayah), along with the key elements of
representation. The second chapter discusses the evidences for its
legitimacy, its conditions, and classifications. The third chapter explores
the legal maxims and Shariah objectives underpinning the theory. The
fourth chapter presents practical examples, including representation in
financial expiations and obligatory Hajj, This study offers a well-
rounded view of the theory of representation, combining theoretical
analysis with practical examples, and contributes to the enrichment of
contemporary Islamic legal scholarship.

Keywords: Theory of Representation; Islamic Jurisprudence;
Agency; Guardianship; Jurisprudential Applications.
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